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Join me on Facebook where I share information between newsletters.  I would love to see all of you. 

 
NEW RESEARCH 

Recently, I’ve been working with Phoebe Mellis at the Dorset History Center in Dorchester UK.  She 

pulled 14th century parchments for me and has delved into Milton Abbey and the relationship between 

Abbot Wm. Middleton and his stewards Sir Roger Newborough and Robert Turges Esq. c. 1511.   

In the November 2024 issue of the newsletter I discussed the arms carried by Sir Roger Newborough 

(belted 1494) and the fact that it reveals his mother and wife’s maiden names. We still don’t have their 

forenames. His mother came from the Gouvis family, and his wife hailed from the Martyn family of 

Athelhampton.  His heraldry is the only solid clue as to the names of the two most important women in 

his life. For years, historians surmised those arms belonged to Sir Roger of Lulworth, but the quartering 

of his arms with the Martyn family shot that theory down.  A little more information has emerged in the 

past few days which I will reveal momentarily. But first, I am going to mix a little fun with recent 

research before getting down to serious business.  So let’s embark on a voyage of eccentricity and step 

through a portal in time.  

 

                                     

BUZZING THE IMAGINATION 

So how about some whimsy and wishful thinking courtesy of artificial intelligence (AI).  The image above 

of Lulworth Castle was created with an AI program.  Certainly when you read a book the author gives 

   The 

    worldwide newburgh family 
                                     mapping and research newsletter                                                            
                                             STRIVING FOR Truth in History 

 

                                    

     
 

     deNovoBurgoChronicles.com     February 2025                                                                                                

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555777376375
https://www.gofundme.com/f/usg68-mapping-the-newburgh-family
https://www.denovoburgochronicles.com/


2 | P a g e  
 
THE DE NOVO BURGO CHRONICLES 

only minor detail about the characters - then you form a picture in your own mind filling in additional 

imagery. It is all very personal to a reader’s, and (in this case) an historian’s experience and tastes.   

So I have been indulging in a little escapism with free AI programs available on the Internet.  Until 

recently, I was opposed to AI when seeing deep fakes of famous people participating in unbelievable 

activities.  Of course, AI could steamroll or elevate anyone - not just celebrities.  Even though I found it 

entertaining, I am not sure that I can get behind it lock, stock and barrel unless it is identified ahead of 

time, which I am doing here. 

Another concern is that AI can write papers or books for lazy authors.  Most self-respecting authors 

would and should reject this idea.  However, with the pirating of electronic books already a problem 

(and I have experienced it), AI could potentially make some untalented hack a nice living with a slightly 

revised edition of a book written by a struggling author - such as myself.1  

A funny example: One of my editors took the liberty of feeding a longish article into ChatGPT to shorten 

it. I was horrified to see it in electronic print. It spit out a bunch of nonsense declaring my subject 

deceased among other fallacies.  Said editor had not bothered to read it before posting it.  Of course, I 

was on the phone immediately and received an embarrassed mia culpa – or in today’s popular lingo “my 

bad.”  Mark Twain said, “Reports of my death are greatly exaggerated” but I am sure my subject would 

not have been amused. A lot more of this is about to occur unless rules are established for AI, and 

people approach it with honest and thoughtful intentions.   

What about art?  I am not an accomplished artist by any stretch of the imagination.  Therefore, out of 

curiosity, and the realization that I should not be opposed to something I have not tried – I took the 

leap. I decided to try creating images to portray characters in my fiction writing (see suesimonich.com) 

and then I thought, Why not build and image of our Sir Roger?   

Well ladies and gents the following images are what those programs generated. It was great fun seeing 

what a computer would generate with my written command prompts. These come from three sources 

Canva.com, Grok on X, and Microsoft Design.  The first two from Canva. 

                         

                           

The handsome knight on the left could be an accurate representation of the real Sir Roger, but of course 

it depends on your own imagination. I want to believe he is Roger. The other fellow is his brother.         

The next group of images were created with Grok using a similar prompt.   

 
1 My novel “God’s Painted Skies” was pirated by an organization in Thailand was selling it. Little can be done. 

suesimonich.com
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These tended toward more photographic images and added exquisite detail to the armor. The arms are 

inaccurate for the Newburghs but perhaps they were identifying the side for which they fought during 

the Wars of the Roses.   

This fully armored knight came from Grok as well.  

Perhaps he fought on Scotland’s English border during 

the Tudor period.        

Lastly, I experimented with Microsoft Design.  I was 

surprised how quickly and accurately it could render an 

image from my description. However, the eye popping 

color looked more like a fantastic painting by Italian 

Rennaisance painter Botticelli.  

While attempting to render St. Andrew’s parish church, 

the AI didn’t quite understand my intent.  

Architecturally it is probably too large, but the amazing detail floored me.  I simply asked the program:  

“Render an image of a medieval perpendicular square church tower, heavily buttressed and attached to 

a nave.”  This was the result. The knights are surreally handsome. 

 

 

This castle image is generally what I see in my mind’s eye when I am writing about the original Lulworth 

Castle.  Of course, we have no real description of this extinct building.  
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I have always believed Nunney Castle, which is still standing as a relic, may have been a similar design to 

what Lulworth presented. It was built by Sir John Delamare - John Newburgh Esq.’s father-in-law. The 

date of its construction was after the original castle at Lulworth which may have been more Norman in 

style. The Tower of London is an example of Norman architecture built by William I. Nunney was built on 

a rectangular footing with four circular, crenelated towers, in traditional French style.  Some think Sir 

John’s inspiration may have been the Bastille in Paris.  

The second Lulworth castle built in the 17th century, (still standing today) was built by the Howards and 

has the same tower configuration as Nunney but on a square base. In the only known description of the 

original 13th century Lulworth Castle, Leland comments on its stately parlor.2 How I wish we could step 

through a portal to visit those times.         

One final note about AI, sometimes these images can be unintentionally hilarious.  When asking for a 

knight and a horse, it came up with a co-joined horse with a saddle between it’s two heads.  The knight 

was looking rather insouciant.  Sometimes the algorithim will attach additional hands, disembodied 

arms, or add people or items you don’t expect.  You have pay close attention for abnormalities.  

Okay, now back to reality.  While I enjoyed playing with these AI generators, the fact remains that 

whoever uses them must use them responsibly and give credit properly.  If I was to claim them as my 

own artistic endeavor that would be as bad as a student or author plagerizing to produce an original 

written piece.  So what is the answer? 

 

NEW INFO for SIR ROGER NEWBURGH of WARMWELL/MILTON 
 

In December (2024) I received a report from Phoebe Mellis, a researcher at the Dorset History Center 

regarding a document D-PLR/T/3 that I had ordered. My goal was to see if a relationship existed 

between William Middleton, Abbot of Milton in 1511 with the Newburghs. Sir Roger Newburgh was 

elected Steward of the abbey beginning in 1511.  His posting there appears to follow a family tradition 

of affiliation.  

Stepping backward a century and a half, a similar relationship with then Abbot Richard Maury was 

enjoyed by Roger Newburgh’s ancestors William and Adam Attemore.3 A half century before that, 

Gervase Newburgh  gave Catistock to the abbey.   

Here is what Ms. Mellis uncovered:  

 

“I have spent one hour looking into document D-PLR/T/3 to try to understand the relationship between 

the Abbot of Milton and Roger Newburgh and to see if there were any clues as to what happened after 

Roger’s tenure at Milton Abbey. 

 
2 Leland was Henry VIII’s official historian who traveled the country writing a history of the counties. 
3 List of Inquisitions ad Quod Damnum 
“25 Edward III (1355) : Richard Maury, abbot of  Milton, and his convent to grant the manors of Stockland [now in 
Devon] except the advowson of the vicarage, with the hamlets of up-Sydling, Ellstone, and Loscombe [in Sydling] 
and Lye [in Stockland], and the guest-house of the abbey with its curtilage to Thomas Cary, William atte Moure, 
and Adam atte Moure for the life of the said Richard.” p. 459. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HL01VGPo1MA
https://archive.org/details/listofinquisitio222newy/page/484/mode/2up/search/lulworth
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The document D-PLR/T/3 consists of two documents believed to date to 20th May 1513, relating to the 

land of Sir Thomas De La Lynde. As both documents are dated the same day, I believe it is likely they 

relate to Sir Thomas De La Lynde (1464-1532), though both his father and one of his sons share the same 

name. 

The first document is thought to be a will for Sir Thomas De La Lynde and the second document appears 

to be a deed in which Sir Thomas is appointing attorneys to take full and peaceful possession of land that 

should be in his name. [as feoffees] 

As part of the latter document, there is a memorandum dated from 1929 which provides some historical 

context for this deed.  

Sir Thomas De La Lynde I (1434-1509) was accused of high treason during the reign of Richard III in 1483 

and as a result his lands were forfeited. However, Richard III died in 1485, and when Henry VII ascended 

the throne, he pardoned Sir Thomas De La Lynde I and restored his lands. Sir Thomas’s son (who 

executed this deed) was included in this act of restoration. However, only a portion of their land had 

been recovered by the time of his father’s death, so his son also named Thomas was left to recover the 

remaining land. 

This is the deed which mentions both the ‘Abbot of Middleton’ and Roger Newburgh.4 Both men are 

named as trustees of the land, alongside Thomas Trenchard, Thomas Baskett, George Chalcote, Robert 

Byngham, George Twynho and John Rogers, among others. 5  

In the will of Sir Thomas De La Lynde, there is no mention of either the Abbot of Milton or Roger 

Newburgh. However, the will is thought to have been signed on the same day Sir Thomas executed a 

deed naming the trustees of his land. The memorandum (dated 1929) suggests he appointed the same 

individuals from that deed to be trustees in his will as well.6 This memorandum lists many of the same 

names from the deed discussed above, finishing the list with ‘and others therein named’. This could 

therefore include both the Abbot of Milton and Roger Newburgh as trustees within the will, however it is 

not possible to say for certain, as they are not directly named. 

From these documents alone, it is rather hard to determine what the relationship would have been 

between the Abbot of Milton and Roger Newburgh. As they are both named as trustees in the deed, it is 

likely they would have been involved in overseeing the land within the Abbot’s estate. Unfortunately, 

passages of the translated deed which frequently mentions both individuals by name have gaps within 

the translation, making it difficult to draw out any further conclusion. Additionally, as these documents 

are dated to 1513, it is not possible to tell what happened to Roger Newburgh after his tenure as a 

steward at Milton Abbey, as he was likely still active in this position. 

As a result of the above research, I tracked down another document of potential interest: 

D1/9504: Milton Abbas. Appointment of stewards. (1) William Milton, Abbot of Middleton. (2) Roger 

Neuburgh, knight and Robert Turges, esquire. To be stewards of all the abbots estates. 10 Jan 1511.” 

 

 
4 William Middleton,  was elected Abbot of Milton in 1482. 
5 These men are mentioned in most documents with Sir Roger Newburgh. 
6 D/MPL/2   IPM for Sir Thomas De La Lynde. 
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Ms. Mellis work was extremely helpful. When perusing archival catalogues, one will see names included 

in catalogue synopses only to find that there is little more than a mention of their positions as trustees, 

feoffees or witnesses.  As we will see Sir Thomas De La Lynde was a huge player in Sir Roger Newburgh’s 

orbit. This information is quite relevant to identifying Sir Roger Newburgh’s affiliates.  As knights they 

and other familiar characters spent considerable time together  as cousins and friends.  They always 

married inside the ranks of their noble heritage.  

Ms. Mellis found and provided another relevant document D1/9504 that her colleague at the Dorset 

History Center was able to translate from Latin.  Now we have a little more information that gives us 

greater detail about Sir Roger’s life.  The translation is as follows: 

 

                                            

“To all faithful in Christ, to whom this present writing may come, William Milton, Abbot of the 

Monastery of the Blessed Mary of Middleton [Milton] sends greeting. 

Know that we, the aforesaid Abbot and convent, have made, constituted and by this present document, 

ordained Roger Neuburgh, knight, and Robert Turges, esquire, to be our stewards of all and singular our 

demesnes, manors, messuages, lands and tenements in the county of Dorset and elsewhere in the 

English realm. The office of steward which we have granted to the aforesaid Roger and Robert is to be 

held and exercised with all the emoluments [payments] and profits which are owed to the role of old, and 

is accustomed to be occupied, either for themselves or for their deputies, till the end of their lives. And 

furthermore know that we, the aforesaid Abbot and convent, have granted by this present writing to 

Roger and Robert to exercise that office [of steward] in return for 40  shillings [quadraginta solidos l.8] 

annually, out of all and singular our demesnes, manors, messuages, lands and tenements, till the end of 

their lives, to be paid annually on the feast of St Michael the Archangel [29 September]. And if it should 

happen that the aforesaid annuity is not paid in total at the aforesaid feast, to the aforesaid Roger and 

Robert, or their deputies, then they may enter and distrain [seize] the aforesaid properties and take the 

annual rents until the debt is fully paid.  

In witness of this, I have placed our convent’s seal, dated at our head house, on 10 Jan 3rd year of Henry 

VIII. [1511] 
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Translation by: Claire Skinner, Principal Archivist, Dorset History Centre 24 Jan 2025. 

 

                                                                              {z{z{z 
 

Milton held considerable land possessions all over Dorset and Somerset. Consequently, the position of 

steward was quite an undertaking for the elected. 

As you can see in the photo, the wax seal has survived beautifully over the half millennia.  This is the seal 

which Roger Newburgh as steward would have used in doing business for the Abbey.  He may have even 

sealed this proclamation himself.  Whether he and Robert Turges lived at the abbey is unknown, but 

Roger’s brother Walter apparently lived in the village of Milton near the abbey. Roger may have lived at 

the abbey as did his ancestor Adam Attemore. His brother Walter’s will was written at Milton. Walter 

died in 1517 after receiving Othe Fraunces and other generous properties from his brother Sir Roger.   

During the 14th century, before abbot Richard Maury retired, the Attemores lived at the abbey and were 

granted privileges in Stockland for life. (See note #3)  I assume that they too were stewards based on 

what Traskey uncovered about their tenure at the abbey and their relationship to the abbot. 

In the Victoria History of Dorset editors published the following: “Sir Roger Newborough, knt., and 

William, Abbot of Milton 1481-1525 granted to the Franciscan friars annual alms of 43 s. 4 d. from lands 

in Upper Stirthill.”7   

As esteemed gentlemen of Dorset the Newburghs, their historic ancestors and their contemporary 

affinity were deeply involved in the support of ecclesiastical houses.8 Their arms are still displayed in the 

surviving Abbot’s Hall. 

1. Arms of the abbey. 2. W, with a crosier. 3. A mill on a tun. 4. A cross patonce between five martlets, 

King Edward the Confessor. 5. Azure aud ermine, a lion rampant gules, Turberville. 6. NEWBURGH 7. 

Paly of eight or and gules, Bindon Abbey. Escutcheons on the wainscot on the right hand: 8. Delalynde. 

9. Martin. 10. Coker. 11. Bingham. 9         

This is where prior information falls into place. The mention of the Stirthill properties takes us back to a 

previous newsletter of August 2023. Stirthill is a solid clue linking families and affinities together, 

cementing the relationship of the Rogers’ Newburgh (I and II of Tonerspuddle/Warmwell/Milton) to 

Milton Abbey.  Here is a short squib from earlier research. 

In John Cheverell’s IPM (1486) Roger (I) was mentioned to be in possession of Warmwell, and his 

Attemore cousin held Upperstirtyll and Nytherstyrtyll.10  Warmwell was secured into Roger II’s 

possession with a final charter of 1496. The Roger mentioned in 1486 was Roger I.11  Roger II would later 

hold Upperstirtyll and Nytherstyrtyll and ultimately dedicated some parts of it to the abbey. 

 
7 Valor Eccl. Rec, Com, I, 251 
8 Victoria History of Dorset Vol. II, 95 
9 Hutchins 
10 CIPM Henry VII, Vol. I, 1898, London, 58. 
11 Generally, charters were held privately by the family, and most are no longer extant.  The only way we know of 
their intent is by finding them detailed in IPMs. 

https://www.denovoburgochronicles.com/newsletters-2023.html
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015046359728;view=1up;seq=73
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Another IPM for John Cheverell’s heir who d. 1493 demonstrates the alienating of two important pieces 

of Newburgh property.12 Warmwell was held by John Cheverell until his death in 1485 of ROGER 

NEWBURGH, father of Sir Roger II. Roger II held Warmwell after his father’s death in 1491.  

In 1493 Netherstirtyll and Upperstirtyll were held by John Cheverell of ROBERT ATTEMORE a Newburgh 

cousin. Thus far, it is unknown how this particular Robert Attemore relates to John Newburgh of 

Tonerspuddle’s mother Edith Attemore. Mostly likely the connection is through Walter Attemore who 

was Adam Attemore’s brother. Adam had no known sons. His daughter Edith, wife of John Newburgh 

Esq., was his only heir. Her stepmother Joan de Glanville Syward Attemore willed her family legacy of 

Glanville Wootton to Edith’s children – Agnes, Joan and John Jr.  

The most significant proof I have found positively identifying Roger Newburgh II and connecting him 

back to his grandfather in Tonerspuddle and the Cheverells of Chantmarle, came from Traskey’s book 

Milton Abbey in a transcription of Valor Ecclesiasticus in which it appears that Roger Newburgh 

alienated Upperstertyll to Milton Abbey. 13  This is an expansion of Victoria History’s statement. The 

entry states:  

“Upsterthyll is worth in fixed rents of lands & tenement there per annum: £4. And in alms distributed to 

the Friars Minor of Dorchestre for the souls of Roger Newboroughe, Knight, & William former abbot of 

Myddleton, issuing from land in Upsterthyll, according to the ordination of the same Roger 

Newboroughe and William Myddleton: £2.”  14 

Not only were the Newburghs and their associates involved in the religious houses, they were also 

important to the Crown as knights.  

“The loyalty of the country gentlemen showed itself a few years later (1501) on the bridal progress of 

Catherine of Aragon.  She was received with much ceremony and escorted from stage to stage; two or 

three miles before she came to Sherborne (from Exeter and Crewkerne) she was met by Sir Thomas De La 

Lynde, Sir William Martin, Sir John Turberville, Sir Roger Newburgh and Richard Willoughby, William 

Basket and Henry Strangways. They conveyed her to Shaftesbury, where she was met by another set of 

important gentlemen and accompanied to Amesbury.” 15   

As noted at the beginning of this study, Sir Thomas de la Lynde trusted his brother in arms (Sir Roger) to 

dispose of his will in concert with the Abbot of Milton. This fact illustrates that Sir Roger’s reputation 

evolved with a band of gentlemen knights who were unrelated to the Roger Newburgh of Lulworth.   

The Martyns, Turbervilles, Framptons and Strangeways played an important part in the family’s past 

that would continue into the future of the collective Newburgh family.  

At some point, Sir Roger married into the Martyn family, but to which daughter is still unknown. In 

speculation perhaps she was a sister of Sir William Martyn who were children of Thomas Martyn.  

 
12 144, 145 John Cheverell, Esq. Writ 8 Nov., 1 Hen. VII; inq. 26 Oct., 2 Hen. VII (1485/6) 
13 Valor Ecclesiasticus, Vol. 1, 248-252. The notation was for 1535. William Middleton resigned in April of 
1525. 
14 Traskey, J. P., Milton Abbey, A Dorset Monastery in the Middle Ages, Appendix VIII, p. 221. 
15  Victoria History of Dorset Vol. II, 143 [Letters of Ric. III and Hen. VII (Rolls Ser.), I, 406, 407.] 
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According to Harl. MS. No. 1427 fo. 34, there were  nineteen brasses attached to tiles on the floor of the 

nave of St. Mary's of Puddletown displaying the marriages in which the Martyn family entered.  

Unfortunately, according to Ursula Pomeroy these artifacts are no longer extant in 2025.   

She was very kind to go onsite and search for them after I queried Revd. Sarah Hillman Vicar of 

Puddletown about their possible continued existence. It was determined they were likely were lifted or 

paved over sometime after the 18th century when Hutchins mentioned their existence in his volumes. 

Where they may have been conserved (if they were) is unknown.  

See the photos of Milton Abbey Church, Abbot’s Hall pages 16-17. 

 

GENERATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS  of Sir Roger’s Warmwell family  

The following families are recorded together in many historical accounts with the Newburghs of 

Tonerspuddle, Warmwell, and Milton:  

Cheverell, Matthew, Fry, John Tuberville, Wyke, Robert Turges, William Martyn, (Atte)Mores, and 

Willoughby.  Many of these people were seated in Devon around Stockland etc.  Additionally, the 

following people are found in many records with Sir Roger. Included were: Thomas Trenchard, Thomas 

Baskett, Robert Byngham, George Twynho. Sir Giles Strangways, Sir Thomas More, Sir John Horsey, and 

John Rogers.  Many of these men were mentioned as participating at the Field of the Cloth of Gold  

where they aided in the Suppression of the Northern Rebellion of 1536.16  Additionally, Sirs Henry and 

John Marney were part of the contingent of knights who attended to Henry VIII during this meeting. The 

Marneys were connected to the Lulworth family and were the last to hold Lulworth. ~end 

                                                                             {z{z{z 

OH CHRISTINE!  WHAT WERE YOU UP TO? 

Have you ever seen something that kept appearing over and over again until you finally realized it was 

something you needed to investigate?  Well that’s exactly what happened recently when I kept running 

onto a passage about Christine Newburgh.   

What finally grabbed my attention was her location at LULWORTH CASTLE.  I finally took a closer look at 

the passage but the details are puzzling. 

It seems Christine was trying to prove the illegitimate birth of someone from the Martyn family. But 

why?  I’ve been working on this for a while but cannot discover where Hutchins found this information. 

One would think it should be a court case – manorial or otherwise – but I have yet to locate it. 

AN ASSIZE 

It seems an assize  conducted in Dorchester in 1480, was perhaps initiated by Christine (Gouvis) 

Newburgh (d. 1491), widow of William Newburgh (d. 1471). My belief is that this document may provide 

an historical thread to the Tonerspuddle vs. Lulworth families where there appears to have been a 

 
16 Victoria History of Dorset, Vol. II, 143, [L. and P. Henry VIII, iii, pt. i, 241.]  The Field of the Cloth of Gold was a 
lavish meeting between King Henry VIII of England and King Francis I of France in 1520. The meeting took place in a 
valley near Calais. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_of_the_Cloth_of_Gold#Commissioners_to_oversee_followers_of_French_King
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rivalry. Perhaps the rift was justifiable given the Tonerspuddle family were Yorkist supporters and the 

Lulworth family were staunch Lancastrians.  Memories of unjust actions can be long and unforgiving.  

Our Sir Roger’s Gouvis mother was apparently, related to Christine.  The connection is still unknown.  

Was there a struggle between the two Gouvis women related to the Martyn legacy? Christine’s great 

grandmother Gouvis was purportedly married into the Martyn clan, which is how her own father 

(Walter Gouvis) came into his wealth.  He may have been illegitimate himself. 

Why as a widow did Christine Gouvis Newburgh insist upon going to court in 1480 to prove the 

illegitimacy of someone from the Martyn family who lived generations before her own birth? (see 

details below in blue).   

 

THREE ROGERS AND FOUR JOHNS 

To avoid confusion, I have added a two family pedigree below.  This family was wrapped up in naming 

their sons John and Roger in parallel to one another. It has been a major undertaking to unravel them 

and bring the Tonerspuddle line out of the shadows. 

 

 

                  
 

Christine's son was ÎRoger Newburgh of Lulworth knight (d. 1514). His father William was 

the illegitimate son of John Newburgh Esquire of Lulworth. His cousin was . . . 

Sir Roger Newborough of Tonerspuddle/Warmwell.  He was belted in 1494 was a Knight of the Bath 

along with Sir William Martyn. According to his quartered blazon SIR ROGER’S mother was also a 

member of the Gouvis family, and his wife a Martyn daughter. His mother's and wife's forenames are 

still unknown.  

Îstars = heirs 

Î

Î 
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I would like to know if Roger of Warmwell’s mother or wife are mentioned in this suspicious assize 

instigated by Christine, and to understand Christine's motives for bringing this case. However finding 

these documents has, thus far, been futile. 

William Newburgh was John Jr.’s illegitimate half-brother. William was beheaded after the Battle of 

Tewkesbury.  I suspect John Jr. may have had something to do with it, because records show he was a 

close  associate of Edw. IV.  While dozens of other Lancastrians were attainted, John of Tonerspuddle 

obtained a pardon from for his father John Newburgh Esq. of Lulworth via King Edward. John Jr. was a 

Yorkist while the rest of the immediate family were Lancastrians.   

HUTCHINS' EVIDENCE   

Since William's wife appears to question the legitimacy of a Martyn family member, my theory is that 

she may have been covering for her own father who is identified as Walter Smyth als. Gouvis . . . 17  His 

father, purportedly named John, was heir to his sister’s husband - Robert Martyn. This history is 

published Hutchins but editors of the third edition of the History of Dorset point out errors of dating. 

Hutchins published info connecting Walter Smyth to the Gouvis/Martyn family which presumably 

occurred several generations before Christine's birth. However, Hutchins left another flimsy and difficult 

clue, in need of authentication, which stated that a Newburgh man married a Gouvis woman in 1480.  

Of course, the editors assumed this was Christine’s marriage to William Newburgh, which is wrong. This 

is simply proven by the fact that by 1480 she had been married, widowed, and had four sons. Her 

lifetime affiliation with the Newburghs was a total of thirty-three years until her death in 1491. 

If my suspicions are correct, this may be related to Roger of Tonerspuddle’s mother who was also from 

the Gouvis family. Historians of that era were fixated on the Lulworth crowd, leaving out the lines seated 

at Tonerspuddle.  It almost appears as if there was a bias against the Tonerspuddle family by historians.  

I believe this assize was conducted and decided in a Dorset county court - or - in Lulworth Manorial 

records, which I have not investigated.  Again, Hutchins does not cite his source.  So far, the search for 

this original information has been futile. Additionally, I searched the original iteration of Hutchins’ 

History of Dorset 1774, but did not find the original passage.   

 

 

 

 

Original text from Hutchins’ Vol. II, 581 Col. 2, 1861 ed. 

"A record of an assise of novel disseisin, 19 Hen. VII exemplified 20 Hen. VII concerning a tenement at 

Poleynston in Charminster, sets forth, that Nicholas FitzMartin, Lord of Poleynston, in the reign of Henry 

III. had issue Robert, who, before 13 Edw. I. married Anne, by whom he had Nicholas, whose son Robert 

died without lawful issue 50 Edw. III. and Joan his sister married to John de Govis, by who she had 

 
17 When an alias is used, it can indicate an illegitimate birth. 

However, something that lets Hutchins off the hook for any inaccuracies is the fact that he died in 

1773 before his work was published in 1774.  His wife thought his work was important enough to 

get into print. So from the beginning, editors were involved. The second edition of the history, is 

not commonly available. After it came off the press most of the volumes burned in a fire. 1 
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Walter, who had issue John, who had issue Walter, whose daughter and heir Christian was wife of Sir 

William Newburgh, 20 Edw. IV. In a visitation Book in the British Museum, No. 1166, is a pedigree of the 

Martins of Walterston, which accords nearly with this." 

 

The Corrigenda Vol. II, 861 

for Vol. II, 581, col. 2, line 19  (see above) 

 

"For "Hen. VII." read Hen. VI and for 20 Hen. VII read 20 Edw. IV. Add footnote, "An exemplification18 of 

this assize by Inspeximus19  dates 4 July, 20 Edw. IV (1480) is at Lulworth Castle. The assize was taken at 

Dorchester, on Saturday, after the feast of St. Peter in Cathedra, 19 Hen. VI. (1440) between the feoffees 

of Walter Govytz, plaintiff, and the feoffees of Thomas Martyn of Athelhampton, defendants.  A verdict 

was given for the plaintiffs, who proved the pedigree here given, and that Richard, son of Robert and 

father of Thomas Martyn was illegitimate.  The exemplification  was made at the instance (insistence) of 

Christiana [Christian], daughter and heir of Walter Govytz wife of Sir William de Newburgh, knt." 

 

Editorial Notes in the Corrigenda:  

"With such evidence as this before him, it is surprising that Hutchins only mentions it in a note, preferring 

the meagre, almost dateless and manifestly inaccurate pedigree of Martin, which he has given.  The 

record does not mention the Christian name of the Govytz who was husband of Johanna Martyn, and 

Hutchins is mistaken in calling him John.”   

Hutchins' accuracy in dating was called into question by editors following up on his original work in the 

third edition. The editors did not identify Mr. Gouvis properly, nor did they footnote the document's 

original location.  Neither the British Archives nor the Dorset History Center have this document in their 

catalogues.  In the next issue of this newsletter, I will report on Thomas Martyn via his IPM.   

FRAMPTON AND NEWBURGH ARMS 

 
A member of the Heraldry Society shared this photo of arms for the Newburghs impaled with Frampton 

in the Frampton pew of Moreton Church in Dorset.   

This was the marriage between James Frampton and Anastasia Newburgh, 

John Newburgh Esq.’s daughter. Anastasia was the daughter of his first 

wife Edith, b. c. 1435.  She was named for her grandmother Attemore, the 

first wife of Adam Attemore.   

ÎÎAnother mistake in Hutchins’ work adds confusion in the search for Sir 

Roger’s family.  He identifies Anastasia Newburgh as the daughter of Sir 

Roger Newburgh. Again no citations.   

 

MORE COLLATERAL FAMILIES and ASSOCIATES 

 
18 Exemplification:  Refers to the process of creating an official copy of a legal document or record. 
19 Inspeximus: A charter in which the grantor states that he confirms an earlier charter, the terms of which are 
written out again. 
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I am still plugging away on the Martyn research and have found more connections to different 

individuals in the Newburgh affinity. Observe (below) all the people from the Cheverell family who were 

married into Roger Newburgh’s affinity families. The pedigree is from Hutchins. 

                                  

     

 

The Wykes were related to the Beaumonts cousins of the Newburghs. John Turberville of Bere Regis 

(cousin of Roger) was married to Elizabeth Cheverell, Christopher Martin of Athelhampton was married 

to Elizabeth’s sister Christian, Robert Turges, (co-steward at Milton Abbey with Roger Newburgh) was 

married to an unnamed sister of Christian and Elizabeth Martyn.  

Another missing puzzle piece is the name of John de la Lynde’s wife who is thought to have also been a 

Martyn daughter.  Hutchins  Vol. 1, 190 states: 

“John de la Lynde the son [father of Sir Thomas] presented to the church of Clenston 1467, 1473, 1476; 

and by his wife Elizabeth, who seems to have been a daughter of a Martin of Athelhampton, and who 

joined him in presenting to Clenston 1473, he had three children:  Sir Thomas his son and heir, Eleanor, 

wife of William Basket of Dewlish and Joan wife of Robert Bingham of Bingham’s Melcombe, which latter 

died 1524, and her tomb is in Bingham’s Melcombe church.  The arms of De La Lynde quartering with 

Heryng and impaling Martin in stained glass still remain in the hold hall at Bingham’s Melcombe and 

probably commemorate the father and mother of this Joan.”   

De La Lynde’s arms are also found at Milton Abbey.  All these people coalesced as extended family until 

the 16th century when our English ancestors became fed up with the controlling English government and 

their state religion. Via immigration they escaped to what would become the United States of America. 

Continuing the research into the Martyn pedigree I am still unsure that everyone has been accounted 

for.  I will be ordering more information from the British Library when they come back online.  It has 

been eighteen months since a cyber-attack took down their catalogue and services.  
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Until I can get more info, I would like to share this gem 

found on the Dorset History Centre’s blog.  It comes from 

the original notes of a 1565 Visitation conducted by the 

College of Arms.  I am hoping to see the full pedigree in 

the coming days.  But for now, enjoy.    

WILLIAM MARTYN’S WILL 

I have just acquired Sir William Martyn’s will and have 

discovered a telling story within it. The will was written 

13 January 1503, and he died 22 March 1503. There are 

two IPMs for him C 142/18/127, and C 142/21/25. Little 

was learned from them other than his first wife was 

Isolde. He married Christana secondly.  Also a manor was 

in contention. 

However, the will shows William Martyn was very 

generous with ecclesiastical organizations.  

He goes into intimate detail about items he bequeathed 

to his son Christopher and daughter Elizabeth.  He rattles 

off a laundry list of chattel bequeathed to Christopher, 

but with a caveat.  At the end of the very long and 

generous list he states: 

 

“Item, I will and ordain that, if the aforesaid Christopher, 

my son, shall implead or disturb Christiana my wife in any court or any courts after my decease, then I 

will that my aforesaid legacies, made to the aforesaid Christopher, shall be regarded as null, otherwise 

they are to remain in their force and effect. And the aforesaid legacies, bequeathed to the aforesaid 

Christopher, shall be delivered to him immediately after one entire year to be completed after my 

decease. The rest, indeed, of all my goods, not bequeathed above, I give and bequeath to Christiana my 

wife, whom I appoint as my sole executrix.”20 

Christana was not his first wife nor Christopher’s mother.  It appears that Sir William is implying that 

Christopher held little affection for Christana.  Elizabeth, his daughter by Christana, was bequeathed 

only 200 marks for her care.  Elizabeth’s brother Richard was not mentioned. The wills and IPMs also 

reveal that Sir William’s father was Thomas Martyn and he had a brother Henry.  We will explore 

Thomas Martyn’s IPM in the next newsletter and hopefully find more answers.  ~end. 

 

TONERSPUDDLE ASSOCIATIONS 

Through the centuries the following individuals and families were found in records together as friends, 

feoffees, knights and matrimonially. 

 
20 PROB 11/14  at British Archives 
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▪ Stephen Matthew was mentioned in the 1483 will of the Esquire and a was a close associate.  He was 

married to woman from the Fry family. Both are also mentioned in his will. It is the association of 

Stephen Matthew with John Jr.’s descendant Sir Roger I that lends credence to a familial split.  Stephen 

Matthew appears in conjunction only with the Tonerspuddle family. 

▪ Cheverells were an important family married into the Martyn family along with the Frys and others.  

▪ John Tuberville was inducted with Roger II and William Martyn as a knight of the Bath on the same 

day. He was Roger’s cousin. 

▪ Wykes family Cousins to the Beaumont/Newburgh clans. 

▪ Turges  Roger II was steward with Robert Turges at Milton Abbey in 1511. The Turges were part of the 

Newburgh’s generational affinity. 

▪ Martyn  Roger II is mentioned in William Martyn’s IPMs demonstrating he held land of Roger II. They 

were knighted on the same day as KBs. The Martyns were also intermarried with the Gouvis, Cheverell, 

Turges, De La Lyndes etc. 

▪ Willoughby  After the 1496 death of John Jr. his wife Isabel remarried Thomas Mallet. When Thomas 

died she remarried Sir William Willoughby.  The Willoughby’s were celebrated knights.  The Willoughby’s 

and Turberville’s united in marriage to regain possession of Tonerspuddle c. 1530. 

▪ More aka Attemore   John Jr.’s mother was Edith Attemore. His grandmother was married to Robert 

More. The Attemores were prevalent in Devon and Somerset.  Adam and William Attemore held land 

around Milton Abbey,Stockland, and parts of Bindon Abbey of the Abbot.  ~end 

CONTINUED RESEARCH ASSISTANCE APPRECIATED 

This past year has yielded some amazing new information about the Newburgh family.  For those of you 

who have kindly assisted in funding my continued research, I appreciate your amazing generosity. 

More records are being acquired in search of the final link to the people in Devon who made the 

personal sacrifice of joining the exodus to New England in the 17th century.  Theirs was a true adventure 

into the unknown and a leap of faith none of us can imagine.   

Your assistance for future projects is humbly requested. You can participate by going to GOFUNDME or 

by buying one of my titles at Amazon or here for my fiction.   

Additionally, if you are interested in sponsoring a particular topic of research please get in touch with 

me at goldsage@aol.com. I can send a list of upcoming projects.  These days I am relying heavily on 

experts in England.  I have specific contacts who assist in my research at the British Archives, and as 

noted, I also work with the Dorset History Centre.   

 

MAILING LIST  If you are enjoying these research updates, I would love to hear from you.  If you prefer 

to be removed from my list, please let me know.  If you know someone who is interested in the history 

of medieval England and the Newburgh family - please tip them off and urge them to sign up to receive 

notifications.   

https://www.gofundme.com/f/usg68-mapping-the-newburgh-family
https://www.amazon.com/Legacy-Andrews-Church-Medieval-Lulworth/dp/B0BVP1VGBT/ref=sr_1_2?sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Painted-Skies-Sue-Simonich/dp/B0CSBBRWVJ/ref=sr_1_2?sr=8-2
mailto:goldsage@aol.com
https://www.denovoburgochronicles.com/contact.html
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I am not proficient at social media. Growing my following is essential, so all the help you can offer will be 

greatly appreciated. 

FACEBOOK  I am now on Facebook. If you are as well, hop on over and lets meet again.   

Until next time, 

   

Sue Simonich 

deNovoBurgoChronicles.com   

WorldWideNewburghProject.com 

suesimonich.com 

 

 
Milton Abbey Church -The Roof of the hall rises from stone wall-standards of clustered shafts with 

enriched caps and moulded bases which rest on carved corbels decorated with angels bearing shields 

(Plate 17); the shields on the N. side are carved and painted with arms as follows: (1) Bindon Abbey, (2) 

Newburgh, (3) Turberville, (4) Edward the Confessor, (5) and (6) devices of Abbot William, (7) Milton 

Abbey; the shields on the S. are similarly embellished with the arms of: (1) Latimer, (2) Stafford, 

(3) unidentified 10, (4) Cerne Abbey, (5) Sherborne Abbey, (6) King Athelstan. The timber roof has seven 

main collar-beam trusses with arched braces supported on bracketed and moulded hammer-beams.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555777376375.
https://www.denovoburgochronicles.com/
https://www.worldwidenewburghproject.com/
https://www.suesimonich.com/
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Abbot’s Hall at Milton Abbey  

 

 

 


