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MAILING LIST - FINAL REQUEST  

In October, based on the traffic recorded on my web site logs, I sent an email asking subscribers to ping 

me back if they wanted to continue to receive my research news.  Many thanks to those of you who 

responded.  Your positive replies have encouraged me to continue writing the newsletter, which I have 

been doing for eleven amazing years.  For this end-of-year newsletter, I am emailing the entire older list 

(one last time). If you didn’t respond previously but want to continue receiving updates, simply drop a 

quick email note saying - yay or nay.  Many thanks!        

 

ABBOT’S PORCH AT CERNE ABBEY 

Recently, I discovered Abbot's Porch at Cerne Abbey bears 

two heraldic stone carvings for the Newburgh's.   

Previously, I thought the family was memorialized in the 

lost stained glass. Surprisingly, they were actually on the 

outside of the building!  Faded as they are, at first I 

thought the arms were only an architectural decorative 

border. The faded shields inside the surrounding 

quatrefoils are almost invisible due to erosion - that is, 

until you squint and look a little closer.   

My friend Richard Wilkin lives near the abbey ruins and 

shot these great photos for me. Thank you Richard!   

The one on the left is impaled with the Wadham family 

arms. This marriage is well known for the last Newburgh 

heir of Lulworth. In the next century Oxford’s Wadham 

College was established by the Wadham family.  
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Earlier this year, Milan artist and heraldry expert, Gabriele Reina painted Sir Roger Newburgh of Milton’s 

arms from a published blazoning for me. He was Knight of the Bath (KB). Surprisingly, it indicated Sir 

Roger was the son of a Gouvis woman. The blazoning also indicates he married into the Martyn family 

who were inveterate Yorkists like his father John Jr.   

This posed a strange conundrum because the other Roger Newburgh of Lulworth was descended from a 

Gouvis woman as well (Christine Newburgh). This Roger’s father, William, was the bastard son of John 

Newburgh Esq., and fought on the side of the Lancastrians.  The Esquire was part of the Beaufort affinity 

and a Lancastrian.  This Roger married Christine Gouvis whose father was Walter als Smyth Gouvis. 

TWO LINES ON TWO OPPOSING SIDES!  

As you may recall, in the February 2025 newsletter I reported Christine was attempting to prove the 

illegitimacy of someone in the Martyn family.  The details are not clear. Was she targeting Sir Roger 

Newburgh’s (KB) wife? The case, if still extant in the record, is likely buried deep in manorial ledgers. 

Without significant time, effort and expense we may never know what her beef was. However, it appears 

to have been a spiteful episode in the Newburghs’ history. Illegitimate children were common in the 15th 

century. Christine may not have known her own husband was originally a base son.  

I am currently on the trail of the elusive Martyn woman who married Sir Roger Newburgh of Milton (KB). 

Hopefully, we can figure out how this secondary Gouvis clan fits into the overall picture.  However, the 

arms representations at Cerne have added another layer of mystery.  What follows is more new 

information. 

As previously discussed, there were two separate descendant lines from John Newburgh Esquire of 

Lulworth who died in 1484.  His son John Jr. was his legitimate and eldest son. William was his bastard, 

and John Jr.’s half-brother. They were born around the same time.  I speculate John Jr. and William were 

born c. 1428-31.  By 1470 primogeniture laws were softening so that a bastard son could take the 

entirety of a family’s legacy with the blessing of the crown and church. 

The Esquire sired William while married to 

his first wife (Edith Attemore 1422-1448). 

William Newburgh emerges in the 1460’s 

as the son of Alice Carent Westbury, the 

Esquire’s mistress, whom he married after 

Edith’s death. After his death, William’s 

sons inherited legacy Newburgh lands  

(c. 1088) passed down from the Esquire’s 

ancestor Robert Newburgh of Normandy 

(Bossu) who retired to a monastery and         

was shorn as a monk in his final years.1 

 
1 Bossu means hunchback. 

                                           Photo by Richard Wilkin 
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John Jr.’s offspring were awarded a pittance in small manors or earned their own lands via service as 

knights. See the last newsletter October/November 2025, p. 4 for the complete pedigree. A major 

sticking point is the relationship of both William and John Jr. to the Gouvis family. 

MORE ON THE GOUVIS CONUNDRUM 

As previously mentioned, I am also finding there were two branches of the Gouvis family. It appears both 

Newburgh lines from John Jr. and William, married in parallel to women of the Gouvis clan. It’s as if a 

psychological battle for supremacy was playing out.  Naming of their offspring continued the chaos, to 

the point where historians didn’t discover the separate the lines.  
 

                       
 

Both Gouvis lines had a relationship to Milton Abbey in the 13th century, as did the Attemores.  

Documents coming in 2026 from the Dorset History Centre may help iron out the lines. The Attemore’s 

descendant, Roger Newburgh (KB), was connected to Milton Abbey in 1511 ordained as seneschal.  This 

is provable via an ordination document.   

Now we know, both of the Esquire’s descendant lines married into the Gouvis family. Confusion 

continues when John Jr. and William both named their eldest sons ‘John’. Tragically, these ‘cousins John’ 

both died prematurely within three days of one another (October 8 & 11, 1485). Their brothers, both 

named Roger,  inherited their brothers’ legacies. It is a tricky but provable mess.  

Since both lines named their descendants identically, historians (Hutchins and Bartlett) were fooled into 

believing William’s sons (John and Roger) were the only descendants of the Esquire. They also believed 

Roger, who was heir to Lulworth, was the Knight of the Bath.  He wasn’t.  Additionally, they wrongly 

assumed Alice Carent Westbury as the mother of Edith Attemore’s ten children. She wasn’t. The fact is, 

the Esquire didn’t marry Alice until 1448/9 after their respective first spouses died.2 The Esquire’s 

marriage to Edith occurred 15 April 1422.3  By the time Alice married the Esquire, they were both 

middle-aged.4  

 
2 Feet of Fines, Vol. 10, p. 370-371. 
3 Bartlett recorded Edith’s marriage but claimed Alice was the mother of all the Esquire’s children. 
4 Alice had four children. 1. William Newburgh, 2. William Westbury, 3. Agnes Westbury, 4. Isabel Newburgh. 
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Consequently, John Jr.’s line has been almost erased from history, probably because of his Yorkist politics.  

To secure his fragile hold on the throne, Henry VII did his level best to destroy Yorkist records while 

executing Yorkists and their sympathizers or through attainting them.  

John Jr., the Esquire’s legitimate son, followed Edward IV (Yorkist). Conversely, William followed his 

father’s Lancastrian leanings. On 4 May 1471, it appears John Jr. was potentially involved in the execution 

of his half-brother William after the Battle of Tewkesbury. Otherwise, why was he was knighted on the 

battlefield posthumously after his death? Circumstantial family records tend to prove it. 

BACK TO THE HERALDRY 

These heraldic drawings were published in a book about 

Cerne Abbey. The Wadham family arms are impaled with 

the traditional Newburgh arms - fig. 15. The engrailed gules 

shown were original to the Esquire’s arms. Impaling with 

Wadham, demonstrates this shield belonged to Roger 

Newburgh of Lulworth, son of William.  Roger’s wife was 

Elizabeth Wadham. 

 

The impaled arms of fig. 16 feature a three tabbed label indicating Newburgh cadet lines. The tincture 

(i.e. colors description) for the grayed-out area is unknown. If you look closely at the photograph on page 

2,  it is obvious engrailed gules appear on this shield but were left out by the artist who rendered fig. 16. 

The grayed out design has yet to be identified.   

A PURCHASED PARDON 

In 1503 Sir Roger of Milton (KB) received a pardon from Henry VII. His residence was recorded as 

London and Walterston/Waterston manor. 5 The reason for the pardon is unknown, but speculation 

suggests that he was involved with the Perkin Warbeck debacle. Medieval pardons could be purchased 

ahead of committing a crime. It entitled the bearer to absolution of any, and all, indiscretions by simply 

presenting the pardon to authorities. It was the quintessential medieval ‘get out of jail card.’  Sir Roger 

must have felt it incumbent to purchase a pardon – just in case.  His Lulworth cousin was safe. 

Shortly thereafter, perhaps after having had trouble with the king, Sir Roger Newburgh (KB) requested 

confraternity of the abbot of Cerne in in 1509 and was enthusiastically accepted. Later, he was ordained 

as seneschal for Milton Abbey in 1511 by Abbot William Middleton.  After 1513 he disappears from the 

record.  We know he died before 1533, as he was described as deceased in a Tonerspuddle record of that 

year.   

It is possible he may have shed his knighthood and entered monastic service as a monk. All this is 

speculative until more information can be acquired.  He held several manors and alienated them to 

family members.  At the moment it appears he had two children. Anastasia who married James 

 
5 Check out Richard Wilkin’s homepage for a beautiful rendering of Waterston. 

https://www.richardwilkin.com/
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Frampton and Walter Newburgh who married Elizabeth Bridport.  (See full pedigree in 

October/November 2025 newsletter.) Frampton’s arms were memorialized in a stained glass window 

with Newburgh near the refectory of Milton Abbey. It was razed after Tregonwell took ownership of the 

property from Henry VIII. 

For those of us who have ancestors who settled New England, Walter Newburgh is our 17th century 

anchor back to Lulworth.  Walter was given the manor of Othe Fraunces near Netherbury by Sir Roger.  

Anastasia married into the Frampton family and held Upwey, which was alienated to Sir Roger by his 

probable father-in-law Sir William Martyn.  The name of Roger’s wife is still unknown.    

Hopefully in the upcoming year more details will fall into place. It is my sincere wish that by the end of 

2026, the true story of the Newburghs will be complete. When it is, I will hang up my scholarly pen and 

move on to chasing my grand children and finishing another novel. ~end 

 

THE BOOKSHELF  

Christmas is the perfect time to purchase a good read for upcoming cold winter nights. Here are a few 

good ideas from my Amazon bookstore. 

 

                       

I would be grateful if you would consider gifting my books to family members who are history buffs, 

genealogists, or who love a novel filled with spiritual adventure.  God’s Painted Skies is a great read and 

has won a fiction award. Reviews are always welcome. Here is a quick synopsis. 

god’s painted skies 

Set in the magnificent landscape of Utah’s Uintah mountains, Nova Denver plumbs the depths of human 

synchronicity to discover her true identity. Tuning in to God’s eternal guidance, she resets her future by 

travelling back in time to discover the spiritual transcendence of love after death. 

Accustomed to observing the moments between the silences, Nova Denver's intuitive nature divined 

messages neither perceived nor understood by those around her.  Suffering the sudden death of her 

mother, Nova recovered her balance only to come face to face with the secret of her adoption and the 

web of lies invented to conceal it. Her comfortable academic life is suddenly thrown into chaos. 
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With her best friend Jake Elliot, and her only living relative, Rue Murdock, they travel into the past 

seeking Nova's lost biological family. Providence leads her to the rugged mountains of Utah, then the 

bustling streets of London to reveal the heartbreaking story of a family consumed by Victorian morality. 

Summoned by an unlikely invitation, she travels to Great Britain where she meets with pre-eminent 

historian and psychic, Sir Godfrey Wilton. Shaking the last wrinkle from the family saga, she discovers her 

surprising legacy along the road to God’s Painted Skies.  

                                                                           

The sequel Mountain Thunder is coming in 2026 or 2027.  I am half-way through the writing, but my 

history addiction has kept me from completing the final chapters. As you might guess, I am extremely 

keen to know what happened to Sir Roger.  A list of my books can be found on my web site at: 

SueSimonich.com.             

 

Merry Christmas dear friends.  May your season be filled with warmth and 

the love of your family. 

 

Best wishes always, 

Sue Simonich 

deNovoBurgoChronicles.com   

WorldWideNewburghProject.com     

SueSimonich.com 

Facebook 
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