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ILLEGITIMACY ALTERS HISTORY 

Last year, I became aware that Lulworth’s Esquire, John Newburgh, sired a son named William with Alice 

Carent while he was married to his first wife Edith Attemore.   

Edith Attemore was born 1 October 1402, and married Newburgh 15 April 1422.  After having given him 

numerous children and three legitimate sons she died c. 1448 or before. By 1449 the Esquire remarried 

his mistress, Alice Carent Westbury, whose husband John Westbury had also died c. 1448.  (Parliament 

History House of Commons.) 

Early historians such as Coker, Hutchins and Bartlett were unaware of this relationship and published 

inaccurate pedigrees that have persisted for centuries.  

In the twentieth century Bartlett’s research for the 17th century family of Devon was called out by the 

College of Arms. Those mistakes were never corrected, and additional mistakes went unrecognized.  It all 

began with the misidentification of the major players and ignoring John and Edith’s eldest, and legitimate 

son . . .  

 

                                                                      JOHN JR. OF TONERSPUDDLE. 

After discovering more inaccuracies in Bartlett’s work, I began to wonder how these mistakes might have 

affected other parts of the family tree, and modern DNA testing. Having been an admin for a Newbery 

DNA project, I decided following the paper trail was more apt to help identify specific lines. Many of my 

project followers did DNA tests that did not line up with the people they suspected to be their ancestors.   

This endeavor has resulted in a major shakeup and re-alignment of the two 15th century Newburgh 

family lines of Lulworth. The old guard’s mistakes can now be addressed and corrected. What follows is a 

small portion of how prior Newburgh history was in error and provable with period documentation.  

As previously reported by Hutchins and Bartlett, the Newburgh line from which we descend, wasn’t the 

Berkeley, Somerset line of Thomas Newburgh who died in 1513.  

   

Our line is descended from an almost invisible son of the Esquire - HIS ELDEST SON JOHN JR. 

   The 
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Several original and untranslated documents have proven this to be true. Verifying these changes has 

taken considerable time and funding. It was necessary to hire experts to acquire and translate 15th 

century documents penned in Latin.  Your donations have been absolutely crucial in the study these 

historical gems.   

Next year, I will be publishing a fully cited account of the Esquire’s son, John Newburgh Jr. who, punished 

for his politics, lost his primogeniture which changed the dynamic of his family forever.  

If you wish to receive a copy this treatise I am requesting a minimum $20. donation. When it is published 

prior donors will automatically receive a copy.  

Donating is easy thru my GOFUNDME account – Mapping the Medieval Newburghs.  When notified of 

your donation, I will send an acknowledgement. When the monograph is complete, you will receive a 

link to a private page on the deNovoBurgoChronicles.com web site where the document will be available 

for download.  I estimate completion will be sometime in spring of 2026. 

 

                                   MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE DONATED IN THE PAST, 

                                             AND TO THOSE WHO WILL ASSIST IN THE FUTURE. 

                                                    YOU HAVE MADE THIS STORY A REALITY. 

                                                                        

 

THE MANY MYSTERIES OF HISTORY 

After spending considerable time studying and pondering the patriarch of Dorset’s 15th century 

Newburgh line - John Newburgh Esq.,  I can offer the following abbreviated information with more to 

come in the upcoming treatise of John Jr. of Tonerspuddle and his descendants.  Historical caveats are 

common; therefore, it is incumbent to establish some here.  Why? 

Because history has areas in which total truth - if there is such a thing - is unknowable and subject to 

conjecture. I prefer not to guess, but so much of history IS conjecture, based on tantalizing documents 

that may tell only a fraction of the story.  I also find perspective has a lot to do with how history is told.  

Mine may be different than someone else’s when approached from dissimilar points of view.  

Most people in the medieval period failed to record their children’s births. If a death date is recorded, it 

generally appears in an IPM written after the subject’s death and the subsequent probate of his will. 

When putting IPM dates through proper assessment what usually follows is an analysis on the part of 

the witnesses as to the decedent’s land holdings, an heir’s name and age, and the date of the subject’s 

death -  all of which can contain guesswork. Contemporary historians then interpret original documents 

in the hope of establishing accuracy.  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/usg68-mapping-the-newburgh-family
file:///C:/Users/golds/OneDrive/Desktop/deNovoBurgoChronicles.com
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The age of an heir may appear but is seldom absolute. As an example, ages are often quoted as “xx years 

or more,” rather than OR LESS. These approximations depend on witnesses who may be guessing or 

base their statements on incomplete personal knowledge.  Some IPMs give verifiable, first person 

testimony, but they are rare. 

For instance, several years ago after reading a document under UV light, I found that John Newburgh 

Esq.’s father (Sir John Newburgh d. 1443) recorded the date of his son John’s birth as 7 July 1402.  It was 

a rare surprise.  Before 1402 male children in the Newburgh family were few, and female children were 

not mentioned.  It wasn’t until the fifteenth century that the Newburgh family appears to grow 

substantially after Sir John’s son married Edith Attemore at the age of twenty. They began living at 

Lulworth in 1429. 

We have only educated guesses as to their children’s birth years which can cause heartburn to a pedantic 

historian such as myself.  

However, a gift of sorts emerged, published in the Dorset Feet of Fines, Vol. X, which provided the birth 

order of Esquire’s three living sons whose mother was Edith Attemore.  

Later, when Edith’s stepmother Joan Attemore died, she bequeathed Glanville Wootton to Edith’s first 

three children, Joan, Agnes and John Jr. in 1436. The Esquire’s daughters are presumed to be the eldest 

of the Newburgh children, and their brother John was the third child of nine. These are their estimated 

birth years: 

(1) Joan b. c. 1423,  

(2) Agnes b. c. 1425  

(3) JOHN JR. b. c. 1427 to 1431, d. 1496. He married Edith Gouvis. In 1449 they were recorded as living in  

      Swanage, Isle of Purbeck. 

CONTINUING CONUNDRUMS 

In the past I estimated John’s birth as 1431, but I now realize he was likely born up to four years earlier.  

As it turns out John Jr. was the father of Sir Roger, Knight of the Bath (KB) whom I have been researching 

this year. John Jr. also had an elder son named John who died 8 October 1485 of the sweating sickness.  

In the past we had no idea who John Jr.’s first wife may have been.  He was 

known to have been married by 1449 living in Swanage and wedded to a 

woman known only as Edith.   

<<< Thankfully, via his son’s arms blazoning, Sir Roger’s mother was revealed 

as a Gouvis daughter.   

CONFUSING & PERSISTENT SIMILARITIES 

The similarities between the Esquire’s opposing lines have twisted together a 

bundle of chaotic coincidences for the Newburghs’ of East Lulworth.  

Specifically, the uncanny similarities between the two Rogers raised at East 

Lulworth are remarkable. Both were considered knights, and both were sons 

Painting by Gabriele    
  Reina, Milan, Italy 
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of Gouvis women.  Both were heirs to their brother’s named John.  But that’s not where the similarities 

end.  

Hutchins stated William Newburgh married Christine Gouvis in 1447. William and Christine had four 

sons.  1) John of Bindon), 2) Roger, 3) William, 4) John ‘the younger.’  Conversely, John Jr.’s sons were also  

1) John, 2) Roger.  Hutchins never covered John Jr.’s line, so these sons were derived by my research.   

In the pedigree below pay close attention to the arrowed items. The similarities of their history must 

have confused historians for centuries. Edith Attemore’s son John became a Yorkist, while Alice Carent’s 

son William supported the Lancastrians.  The Esquire’s two sons appear to have been diametrically 

opposed in their politics.  Supporting his father’s Lancastrian politics, must have put William in the 

position as favored son.  

 

William’s second son Roger (d. 1514) inherited the Lulworth legacy from his brother John Sen. of Bindon 

who d. 11 October 1485 of the same illness that killed John Jr.’s son John. When William was killed on 

the Battlefield at Tewkesbury 4 May 1471 his sons John and Roger became heirs to their grandfather. 

Charters were commenced four months later, shifting the Esquire’s legacy lands to his grandsons rather 

than his eldest son John Jr., son of Edith.  There were four charters written between 1471 and 1481.  
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Left out of his rightful inheritance, John Jr. lived at Tonerspuddle on what wealth he had accumulated 
until his death in 1496.  His father owned Tonerspuddle. He appears to have alienated his holdings to his 
eldest son John who died 8 October 1485. This younger John’s heir was his brother Roger who inherited 
“the Manor of Sutton Poyntz, as the honor of Gloucester by service of 1/2 knight's fee, Manor of 
Winterborn Martin, held of the king as his manor of Mersshewod by service of 1/2 knight's fee. 
Tenements at Weybayhouse [Upwey] and Wayhamondeville, Manor of Warmwell, Manor of South Perot, 
Manor of  Bradpole, Manor of Othe Fraunceys, Manor of Fytylfford, and Sturmynster Newton castle.” 
 
John Jr. held nothing at his death. Tonerspuddle was slated to be alienated to his brother Thomas who 
graciously allowed it to become John Jr.’s second wife Isabel’s dower.1 
 
Previously, I believed there were three Rogers during this time frame. I was wrong. After finding that 
there was no Roger who died in 1491, (see next segment) I realized that Sir Roger (KB), was actually the 
son of John Jr. of Tonerspuddle. It was then that Roger’s blazoning finally made sense. It was not of the 
same heraldic design as his grandfather’s, which his cousin Roger had the privilege of holding. The 
impaled blazoning is as follows: 
 

“Quarterly - 1 and 4, Or, three bends Azure, a bordure engrailed Gules:  2, Argent, three lions heads 

erased Gules collared Or: 3, Argent, two bars Gules. Crest - A Blackamoor's head proper.”  

 

AN EXPLANATION: 

“Argent three lion’s heads erased Gules collared,” represents the Gouvis family. Whereas “Argent, two 

bars Gules,” represents the Martyn family; specifically, William Martyn who was a passionate Yorkist and 

friend of John Jr. They held a strong allegiance to King Edward IV, signaling their families’ close 

relationship. Sir Roger was known to have participated with Sir William Martyn in activities for the 

Crown. 

I believe there were two lines of the Gouvis’ from which both sons of the Esquire (John Jr. and William) 

found their wives.  William’s line is easy to follow, whereas the other has been most difficult, but appears 

to have been seated in Swanage.   

One interesting clue I am still trying to follow up on is why William’s wife Christian attempted to discredit 

one of the Martyn’s before her death.  Was it because her son’s rival, and half-cousin Sir Roger (KB) was 

married into the Martyn family?  Both lines had some connection to the Martyns. 

After many years Parliament’s historians have not put a written history of the Newburgh family on their 

web site. Is this the reason?  This convoluted history is enough to give researchers a genuine migraine.  

All the similarities between naming and death dates require intense sleuthing. 

 
1 Isabel Courtenay 
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Over the past year, Sir Roger (KB) has given me some 

sleepless nights. Previously, he was stated in John Jr.’s will 

as being a “cousin” i.e. grandson, and his approximate 

age was forty years (40) or more. 

Roger inherited the manor of Warmwell which originally 

belonged to John Jr.’s eldest son John, apparent brother 

of Roger.  Not a grandson, Roger’s extrapolated age 

would suggest he was born c. 1456 or before. The spance 

between his brother’s extrapolated birth and Roger’s 

would suggest John Jr. had other children. Daughters? 

SIR ROGER and THE THIRD KNIGHT 

Edward Alexander Fry’s work published in DNHAS Proceedings magazine, titled  Inquisitions Post Mortem 

from Henry VII to Charles I. states there was another Roger Newburgh.2  It showed a Roger, who at first 

glance, appeared to be living at approximately the same time as the other two Roger Newburghs. 

 

However, this Roger 

purportedly died in 1491 [Error 

alert]. In seeking the original 

document it had either 

vanished or never existed.  

Even working with experienced 

medievalists, this missing 

person remained hidden, until 

looking closer at the entries. 

 

First, the regnal date 7-8 Hen. VII., 3 translates as 1491. Taking a closer look at the list above, it appears 

Fry confusedly inserted Thomas Newburgh’s descendant, a Roger Newburgh who actually died in 1591 

not 1491. Additionally, this Roger’s placement is chronologically out of order. He should have been in 

placed in the reign of Elizabeth I. (Not shown above.) These typographical and placement errors in the 

Proceedings publication are regrettable but provide a teachable moment. 

The moral of the story, if you can’t find the original parchment, look for errors in published histories.  

Looking at the image above, you can see the entry for this Roger was placed directly under his great 

grandfather Thomas’.  In researching the Berkeley line I found Thomas’ descendant Roger died seventy-

eight years later . . . in 1591. Strange coincidence. 

 
2 This IPM list was put together by Edward Alexander Fry and published in Proceedings of the Dorset Natural 
History and Archaeological Society, Vol. 20, 61.  Article by: Fry, E. A.,  Inquisitions Post Mortem Henry VII. 1485-
1649.  The list continues beyond the Roger flagged above. 

https://archive.org/details/proceedings20dorsuoft/page/60/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/proceedings20dorsuoft/page/60/mode/2up
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Consequently, my previous newsletters included a Roger who was never born in the 15th century and did 

not die in 1491. Sometimes the details are less than obvious in the melee of minutiae. I will be correcting 

this in the upcoming treatise about John Jr. and his descendants.   

THE BROWNING FAMILY  

The Browning’s married into the Newburgh family at some unknown date. Their arms are impaled with 

the Newburgh’s in a surviving stained glass window of Cerne Abbey church.  The name and family line of 

this Newburgh daughter is yet unknown, but her husband may have been William Browning. It is 

possible she was the daughter of Sir Roger Newburgh (KB). None of the records for the Berkeley line 

show a daughter married into the Browning family.  However, it is known that Sir Roger applied for 

confraternity with the abbot of Cerne in 1509, so the path may be clearing.  But there is more . . . 

Hutchins wrote that Roger Newburgh had a daughter named Anastasia who married James Frampton in 

1480.  Like the many men named John Newburgh, there was definitely more than one ‘James Frampton’ 

to consider.  Not all of them have death documents to verify their history.  However, there was a James 

Frampton involved with Sir Roger at Milton Abbey.  What history we have been able to acquire shows 

that after James Frampton’s death; Anastasia was trying to rescue her dower, the manor of Upwey via 

the courts in 1524.  Upwey WAS a possession of Sir Roger, given to him by Sir William Martyn.  Also a 

tenement at Upway was in the possession of Roger’s brother John.  A moiety was recorded, but further 

details are not known. 

Just to confuse us more, John Jr. also had a sister named Anastasia (children of the Esquire). This early 

Anastasia also married into the Frampton family. Consequently, it appears there were two couples 

identically named. The question is, did this indicate consanguineous marriages? If so, the church would 

have prohibited such a union. 

IN SHORT ANALYSIS 

A daughter born in the 1460’s and married in the 1480s could not have been the Esquire’s offspring. Sir 

Roger was born c. 1456. If Anastasia was married in 1480’s she would have been born c. 1460 or before. 

At first blush it appears both Roger and Anastasia may have been the children of John Jr. 3  Imprecise 

language in these old documents are a continuing source of uncertainty. 

There are long rambling Frampton wills and IPMs. Perhaps by the time we get through the translations, 

we will have an answer.  For the time being it appears Anastasia was Sir Roger’s sister – not a daughter. 

 

 

 
3 Gentry were typically married in their late teens or at the age of majority (20) years of age.  A girl may have been 

married at fourteen, but that doesn’t fit the previous paradigm used by the Newburghs.  
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MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WALTER NEWBURGH 

In the upcoming treatise detailing the life of John Jr. of Tonerspuddle, I will provide proof that 

demonstrates Walter Newburgh was not directly related to Thomas of Berkeley as so many genealogists 

have asserted.    

This extant document states that Sir Roger gave Walter lands once held by his brother John (d. 8 Oct. 

1485). Given this, it appears Walter may have been Sir Roger’s son.  Walter’s will was written at MILTON, 

which is a likely another indication of their relationship. This document will correct Bartlett’s error of 

ancestry for the New England immigrants of the 17th century. It may help those of you who are still trying 

to make sense of discrepancies in your DNA tests.                                                                                                     

THE MARTYN FAMILY 

The Martyn family is key in the discovery of Sir Roger’s history. However, like so much of the Newburgh 

history there are still hidden connections.   

What follows is a Martyn Pedigree I put together from existing documents and publications.  One 

problem is that most of the noted descendancy is via male heirs only.  If there were daughters, they were 

not mentioned until centuries later or not at all.  I currently believe Sir Roger’s wife was probably the 

daughter of Sir William Martyn, perhaps Elizabeth, sister of Christopher. Newburgh may have been her 

second husband.  

MARTYN FAMILY PEDIGREE 

OLIVER MARTIN son of Robert and Margaret Bissett of 

Yelvelton.Children: ROBERT, NICHOLAS and daughter 

JOAN. Historian Michael Williams shows a split pedigree 

Nicholas Martin had a daughter Joan who m. Robert 

Gouvis.  Joan’s brother was Robert. NOTE:  Several 

historians are in conflict regarding the beginning of the 

Athelhampton family particularly with regard  to when 

the Gouvis family entered the picture. (See stars )   

 

 

COKER’s Survey of Dorsetshire, London 1732, 71-80, mentions Winterborne St. Martin was a holding of 

Alured de Lincoln’s sister and coheir (Margery) who brought it to her husband Robert Fitzpaine.  

Winterborne Ashe was held by another sister of Alured de Lincoln (Beatrix) who married Wm. Gouvis, “a 

man of special note” who left Winterborne Ashe to his younger son Robert whose son John married 

Joan, sister and heir to Sir Robert Martyn. John Gouvis was father of Walter Gouvis who had a son John 

and daughter Christian.  I believe this to be the most accurate information for the Gouvis family. It is 

certainly the earliest and probably most authoritative written by Thomas Gerard – The Survey of Dorset. 

See next article Coker vs. Gerard.   
 

     

Effigy of Sir William Martyn, Puddletown Church 
NOTE: The Yorkist collar decorated with  

the White Rose of York. 
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    OLIVER’S HEIR WAS ROBERT 

1. SIR ROBERT MARTIN of Athelhampton in p’ochia de Pidleton, Dorset soldier, d. 1376, knight held Walterston, Poleynston, and   

    Athelhampton, Dorset.  

    His heir was John Gouytz (Gouvis) (b. c. 1357) son of his sister Joan.  

        m. Agneta/Agnes daughter and heir of Richard Loundres.   

        Sir Robert Martin, at his death in 1376, held jointly with Agnes his wife, the manor of Athelhampton, of his father-in-law Sir  

        Robert Loundres.  (L’Anson, Bryan 28.)   Robert is buried in St. Mary’s Church, Puddletown (L ’Anson)   

        He was related to Wm. Martin (1257-1324), summoned as a baron in 1296.  [Jenning Ordinary, CIPM 14.268; GEC 8:530- 

        538 (baron) Wagner RAH 27; DBA 1:17] 

 

        A Robert held two virgates of land at Lovarde near Puddletown. His daughters Isabella, Cecilia, Margaret and Elizabeth  

        were heirs. Date uncertain 5 E. III? (1332) or perhaps this is the later Robert. (Hutch. 1774 Vol. 1, 489.) 

ROBERT’S HEIR WAS RICHARD 

3. RICHARD MARTIN of Athelhampton  

     m. Elizabeth daughter and heir of Henry Pydel   

     RICHARD’S HEIR WAS THOMAS 

4. THOMAS MARTIN C 142/1/124 of Athelhampton son and heir.   

     According to his IPM “Athelhampton manor and appurtenances were held of the prior of Christ Church of Twyneham in  

     the county of Hampshire in socage, paying thereupon yearly to the said prior and his successors one rose at the feast of St.  

     John the Baptist at his manor of Pudelton.” 

     m. Phillippa daughter of ____Mallet  Vx. 2 s. p. 

     m. ___ daughter of Johannis Clevedon soldier.  Issue William 

     sons: William (IPM  C 142/1/124) and Henry, perhaps a daughter but no record. Possible wife of Roger Newburgh?? 

    THOMAS’ HEIR WAS WILLIAM 

5. WILLIAM MARTIN of Athelhampton a soldier’s son and heir. Knight of the Bath. Yorkist. C142/21/25, C 142/18/127 

    d. 1503  buried in the Chapel of St. Mary Magdalen at Puddletown (Will proved 1504 in P.C.C., f. 5 Holgrave) 

    Sir Wm. Martyn, KB by his will 1503 and proved 1504 ordered his body buried in the Chapel of St. Mary Magdalen at  

    Puddletown (P.C.C. f. 5 Holgrave; L ’Anson)   

No daughters mentioned in will.  In 1492 Wm. gave Roger Newburgh land.4 

          FIRST WIFE  

    m. Isotta/Isolda/Isabel daughter and heir to Thomas Farrington of Farringdon, Dorset  Ar. vx. 1. 

          son: Christopher son and heir (see #6 next) 

          SECOND WIFE 

    m. Christiana daughter of William Powlett of (St.) George Hinton, Somerset, soldier.  

         dau: Elizabeth m. John Cary  of Hackom, Devon,  Son:  Richard   

         5.1  RICHARD of Exeter m. Julia, dau. Wm. Hurst of Exeter [Richard was Mayor of Exeter 1533]   

                Margaret was possibly his first wife.  

                 RICHARD’S HEIR WAS NICHOLAS 

                 5.2  NICHOLAS [Mayor of Exeter 1567] 

                         m. Mary dau. of Leonard Yeo.  Last of Athelhampton, d. 23 March 1595 and his estate went to his four  

 
4 The following document perhaps suggests Roger’s marriage when he received the following manors: 
  “William Martyn esquire, to Roger Neuburgh esquire, his heirs and assigns.  Release and quitclaim of the  
   manors of  Pedell, Walterston (Waterston), Lofford, Pullyngston, Wynterborne St. Martyn, Asheton and  
   Waddon co. Dorset and of all lands and tenements, meadows, pastures, rents and services therein, and  
   warranty against the abbot of St. Peter's Westminster and his successors.” Dated 20 May, 8 Henry VII.  
   Memorandum of acknowledgment, 21 May 1492. 

https://archive.org/details/historyofmartyno00ians/page/n7/mode/2up?q=ATHELHAMPTON
https://archive.org/details/historyofmartyno00ians/page/n7/mode/2up?q=ATHELHAMPTON
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                         daughters. Elizabeth, Frances, Anne and Jane (L ’Anson 37)  

                         NICHOLAS’ HEIR WAS WILLIAM 

                         5.3 WILLIAM of Oxton  

                                 m. Jane dau. of Henry Hewish of Sandy 

                                 m. Susan dau. Thomas Prestwood of Exeter 

                                 Their sons were Leonard, Robert and Nicholas 

    WILLIAM’S HEIR  #5 ABOVE WAS CHRISTOPHER 

6. CHRISTOPHER MARTYN of Athelhampton  d. 22 March 1524 (L ’Anson 35)  In St. Mary’s Church (the Martyn sepulcher)  

     Christopher’s name is written as Xposerus/Xposer on his tomb. The X is used in an abbreviation of Christ.   

     m. Christina dau. of John Cheverell of Chantemarle/Chaunt Marrell  

           son: Thomas   

           dau:  Jone m. Nicholas Smyth of Harbridge 

           Christopher’s epitaph reads:  “Here lyethe the body of Xposer Martyn Esquyer. Sone and heyre unto Syr William Martyn,  

           Knyght.  For there soulss with harty desyre, that they bothe may be sure of Eternalllyght, Callyng to remembrance that  

           every kyght, must nedys dye, and therefore let us pray.  As other for us may do another day. qui quidem Xposer obit XXII  

           die Me'se M'til, an'o D'ni mil'mo quingentesimo Vicesimo quarto. 

           The Latin translation of the last three lines is: Who indeed died on the 22nd day of the month of March ("M'til") in the  

           year of the Lord one thousand five  hundred and twenty-four.  There is also a heading script that reads: “Averte facie' tua'  

          a peccat' meis et oi'es iniq' tates meis dele." Translation: "Turn away  your face from my sins and blot out my iniquities." 

    CHRISTOPHER’S HEIR WAS THOMAS 

7. THOMAS MARTYN  

     m. Mary dau. James Dawbeney, second brother to Gyles Lord Dawbeney 

     Children were: Robert, John, Henry, and dau. Ellen m. George Lovell of Tarrant Antiocheston, Dorset. 

    THOMAS’S HEIR WAS ROBERT 

8. ROBERT MARTIN 

    m. Elizabeth dau. of Sir John Keilway of Rockborn, Southampton. 

 

~END 

Sources:         

* Visitation of Dorset 1565, 

* Visitation of Devonshire 1620,  College of  Arms, London, 9 April 1873 

* L’Anson, Bryan, History of the Martyn Martin Family, London, 1935. 

* Williams, Michael, F.S.A.  Genealogical Memoranda relating to the Family of Martyn, 1873 

* A Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem for Cornwall and Devon 

* Hutchins, John, The History of Dorset, London 1774, 1861. 

* Gerard, Thomas, Coker, John ed., The Survey of Dorset, London, 1732  

 

THE SURVEY OF DORSETSHIRE 

For many years the Survey Of Dorsetshire, which is known to be the earliest history of Dorset, was 

written not by John Coker but by Thomas Gerard in 1620.  This is significant. The Gerard’s were often in 

association with the Newburgh family via their affinity and feoffees.  

At the time Gerard wrote this early history, he collaborated with other people closely associated by 

marriage in the 15th and 16th centuries to the Newburghs. Some of those families mentioned were Sir 

https://archive.org/details/historyofmartyno00ians/page/n7/mode/2up?q=ATHELHAMPTON
https://archive.org/details/historyofmartyno00ians/page/n7/mode/2up?q=ATHELHAMPTON
https://archive.org/details/historyofmartyno00ians/page/n165/mode/2up
https://books.google.com/books?id=y8DmOqZF3rkC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/details/acalendarinquis00socigoog/page/n122/mode/2up?q=martyn
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John Strangways, Sir Thomas Trenchard, Sir John Strode and others whose family papers he was able to 

access before 1620.  

Thomas Gerard died in 1634 in a probable epidemic, which left his work unpublished. His wife's family 

became custodians of his work. Later the manuscript was passed off as the work of Rev. John Coker, a 

descendant of Robert Coker, father of Gerard’s wife Ann.  

The manuscript then became the property of London bookseller John Wilcox, under whose imprint it 

was eventually published in 1732 - one hundred years after Gerard's death. 

I have found that Gerard's explanation for the Gouvis family was helpful and likely more accurate than 

some of those written by later historians.  

Contemporary historian, the late Rodney Legg brilliantly figured out the real origins of this published 

history and attributed it to the rightful author - Thomas Gerard. 

STOCKLAND HISTORIANS 

Recently, I was introduced to a group of historians in Devon, UK who are interested in the Newburgh and 

Newbery families. You might like to check out Yarcombe.net to see what historians in that part of Devon 

are doing with historical inquiries. Click the first tab, 'Ancestral Searches' and see what they have 

acquired related to the Newbery people - or - go to this URL and follow it through the posted links. 

http://yarcombe.net/AncestralSearches.html... I found this connection via Facebook and have been 

talking with several historians from Yarcombe, Stockland and other parts of the parish. 

NEW PHOTOS from MILTON ABBEY 

Recently, a friend sent me a new photo of the Newburgh arms at Milton Abbey.   

    
 

http://yarcombe.net/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExOU1mMFRMT0l2ZWNOTUdqZgEe3WAE7OjdODqjp9kvEU9rUx7kUHJtTRYg9oxMhfncef70jhJwxrCb-Xg60wg_aem_IflSFU0QY0efQrBicDtodQ
http://yarcombe.net/AncestralSearches.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExOU1mMFRMT0l2ZWNOTUdqZgEe3HskoQdbAQvW9gk2qGfrX_voZSzeTQ5i9haiMwrbV3_QMrCb_HQAiGhUxxI_aem_pkyfPvJXCNpcU9vRe76JTQ#Ancestral%20Search%2080
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This photo is considerably better than the those I received in the past and previously published in this 

newsletter. 

 

THE BOOKSHELF PUBLICATIONS 

 

                       

With the Christmas season coming fast, I would be grateful if you would consider gifting my books to 

family members who are history buffs and genealogists.   

I also have written a novel of which I am quite excited. I think you will find it a great read.  It has won a 

fiction award and is titled God’s Painted Skies.  Here is a quick synopsis. 

god’s painted skies 

                      

                
            

Set in the magnificent landscape of Utah’s Uintah range, Nova Denver plumbs the depths of human 

synchronicity to discover her true identity. Tuning in to God’s eternal guidance, she resets her future by 

travelling back in time to discover the spiritual transcendence of love after death. 

Accustomed to observing the moments between the silences, Nova Denver's intuitive nature often 

divined messages neither perceived nor understood by those around her.  Suffering through the sudden 

death of her mother, Nova recovered her balance only to come face to face with the secret of her 

adoption and the lies invented to conceal it. Her relatively comfortable life is suddenly thrown into chaos. 

file:///C:/Users/golds/OneDrive/Desktop/suesimonich.com
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With her best friend Jake Elliot, and her only living relative, Rue Murdock, they travel into the past 

seeking Nova's lost family. Providence leads her into the rugged mountains of Utah, and the bustling 

streets of London to reveal the heartbreaking story of a family consumed by Victorian morality. 

Out of nowhere, a stranger begins shadowing Nova. Vulnerable and overwhelmed, she is disturbed by a 

murder in the foothills behind her home. Summoned by an unlikely invitation, she travels to Great Britain 

where she meets with pre-eminent historian and psychic, Sir Godfrey Wilton. Shaking the last 

wrinkle from the family saga, she discovers her surprising legacy along the road to God’s Painted Skies.5 

 

                                                                         

 

The sequel is coming in 2026 or 2027.  I am half-way through the writing, but my history addiction has 

kept me from completing the final scenes. As you might guess, I am just extremely keen on knowing 

what happened to Sir Roger.   You can find a list of my books on my web site at SueSimonich.com.   

All are available at Amazon. Wishing you the best in the coming year. 

DONATIONS FOR DOCUMENTS 

Just in case this note was lost in the body of the newsletter. I am currently, writing up a more expansive 

document citing the history of Edith Attemore’s son John Jr. and his descendants. I am offering it to 

interested individuals on my deNovoBurgoChronicles.com web site in exchange for donations.   

All donations are rolled over into new research.  Since I began the GOFUNDME site seven years ago, 

generous individuals have  helped with the research. Your trust in my work is what keeps me going. All 

proceeds have been used to acquire new documents, translations and at times specialized equipment to 

read faded parchment and technicians to decipher and translate the medieval scripts.  I expect to have 

this new monograph available next spring. 

 

ANOTHER DORSET HISTORIAN – CHRIS PULLEN 

 

For all my friends who are interested in Dorset's history, check out 

Chris Pullen's book of stories about Winfrith Newburgh. He says it 

isn't a history, but stories become history in the end. To buy this 

remarkable book go to: www.winfrodepublishing.wordpress.com  

IN THE NEW YEAR 2026 

As 2025 draws to a close, we are somewhat closer to the end of the 

Newburgh story. What has been significant is that we have identified 

serious flaws in previously published histories. I hope to remedy 

those  by compiling all the information I have collected over the past 

two decades into a comprehensive history of the Newburghs and 

 
5 Images are AI generated with GROK. 

https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Painted-Skies-Sue-Simonich/dp/B0CSBBRWVJ/ref=sr_1_1?sr=8-1
file:///C:/Users/golds/OneDrive/Desktop/SueSimonich.com
file:///C:/Users/golds/OneDrive/Desktop/deNovoBurgoChronicles.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/usg68-mapping-the-newburgh-family
https://www.winfrodepublishing.wordpress.com/
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their collateral families.  I would be grateful to know if this would be something people are interested in 

acquiring.  If so, drop me a quick line. 

 

Please feel free to share this newsletter with others and invite them to join my mailing list.   

Follow me on Facebook where I share information between newsletters.  

 

Best wishes always, 

Sue Simonich 

deNovoBurgoChronicles.com    

WorldWideNewburghProject.com     

SueSimonich.com 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

http://denovoburgochronicles.com/
http://worldwidenewburghproject.com/
http://suesimonich.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555777376375
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555777376375

